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ng. As a result of the accident a passenger of the bus and the bus cleaner were killed
outright and six other passengers were seriously injured. In thise case though the
driver of the bus held primarily responsible for the accident by the Government
Railway Inspector the Railway authorities has not been acquitted of their respon-
siblities in as much as the gates of the level-crossing were wide open when the bus
entered the crossing and the accident occurred and the gate man was absent from
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there is heavy motor traffic, there should be two men m charge and not one man tor
WeNeeli£eDce on the- part of the driver and the Assistant Station Master was res-
ponsible for the fourth accident which occurred at Duggirala station on the M. b. M.
Railway on January 21, 1929. A passenger train while being received at Duggirala
station collided with a goods train which had been previously received there and
some sis or seven men were more or less seriously injured. The responsibility m
this case was of the driver of the passenger train who, according to the finding oi
the enquiry, was running the train at an excessive speed while entering the station
yard The Assistant Station Master of the station has also been held to be partly
responsible in as much as he did not care to see that the defects in the outer signals
reported to him by the driver of another train which had passed the station some
time ago, were not properly rectified.	^ ,..*,.,• ,.71
The fifth accident also occurred due to irregularities of gate keeping at a level
crossing near Thaton station on the Burma Railways, In this accident a motor bus
fully loaded with passengers was passing the level crossing between Thaton and
Aungsaing Railway station when the engine of a goods train ran into it with the
result that the bus was completely smashed and one woman passenger of the bus
ifas killed, and 1 women and one man were injured. From the report of the enquiry
into this accident it is clear that the bus driver entered the level crossing as he
found the gates wide open and before he could fully clear off' the engine carne and
collided with it. The gate at the level crossing were kept open by the gate-keeper
who had gone to her home leaving the gates to themselves.
To crown the irresponsibility of the Railway authorities, the gates at the level
crossing were placed in charge of a woman appointed by the Railway. The observa-
tions of the Government Railway Inspector holding enquiry into this accident no
doubt speak for themselves. In coming to the conclusion of the enquiry the Inspector
says : "The Permanent way Inspector and the Assistant Permanent Way Inspector
who have been in charge of this length of the line both state that they have never
made a night inspection. I do not consider this an excuse for their not knowing the
state of affairs and that the general rules were being breached. They should there-
fore be suitably dealt with by the Railway Administration". "The enquiry Inspector
continued: "This level crossing being on an important P. W. D. main road should
be brought up to the standard' of A class level crossing and all other similar cross-
ings should be dealt with similarly. I recommend that fitting of these (high power
electric) head lights to all train engines be completed at once."
Observing the arrangements for gate men at level crossings the Inspector says :
"There have been numbers of cases of gate men being assaulted and in few cases
even murdered. The pay of the gate-keepers is .so low that only those incapable of
demanding higher pay are found willing to take up this work. The gate in question
was found to be in the charge of a woman who could not be reasonably expected to
spend the night alone in this isolated situation knowing that she was liable to be
molested. Further more, motor traffic is rapidly increasing so that while the duties
to be^ performed were steadily becoming more arduous, nothing had up to the time
of this accident been done to relieve her of the increasing responsibility.
The sixth accident and which involved the most serious casualties occurred
between Chandpura and Barkana stations on the Qomoh-Barkana section of
E. I. R. This accident, according to the enquiry report, was due to the hand lever
brakes on the wagons of the ballast train which met with the accident jumping off
and the failure of the driver to notice it in time. The train ran into a catch sidino-
being out a control. One fireman, 2 ballast train coolies, one child and one key
man were killed and the Assistant Permanent Way Inspector and 6 coolies were
seriouly injured and 25 coolies were slightly injured.
an th£ seventh accident in the Rangoon-Mandalay   Express train on   March   10
a third clas bogie of the train was   in   flames   when   the   train   was   stopped

